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<il>A\<'K  at  till"  sk.lcli  iiiii|,  will  hIm>w 
the  prtNitioii  of  Wfst   V'niicrmvcr.     It 
wiis    tVrm.Tly    piti:    of     the     N'orlh 
Viiiicoiivfr     district    uiid    beean.e    n 
s(|.aiiitc  miiiii('i|))ility  in   1!»12.     Tlio 
distniici'  fi-iiiii  the  city  to  Ilollybiirn 
wlmrf  is  now  covered  hy  ferry  Imat 
in  tudity  minutes;  and  to   Dnndar- 
Hve,  ahont  H  mile  fiirtlier  west    where 
i!m:tlier  wharf  will  now  he  l)uilt,  in  thirty  mimites. 
As  the  City  of  Viincouver  Rrows.  the  residential 
districts  that  now  border  the  bnsineai?  district  will 
l>e  absorbed  by  it.     The  niun  wh'>  desir<'s  to  live  in 
a  residentiii)  neiKhborhood  will  then  have  to  choose 
whethe--  he  V  ill  snlTer  the  discomfort  of    a    forty 
minute        ,.  on  a  crowded  street  car.  or  make  the 
journey  from  his  home  to  the  city  in  twenty  minutes 
by  ferry  boat. 

The  investor  should  remember  that    West    Van- 
couver is  bounded  by  the  sea  and  mountains.      In 


"Ih.r  words,  the  area  of  the  munieipalit v  that  offers 
lioniesites  of  the  first  class  to  Vaneouvrs  more 
prosperous  eiii/ens  is  (•nm|)arafively  small.  There- 
fore, the  best  lots  in  this  sul)nrb"will  advance  in 
value  with  the  Krowth  of  a  prosperous  population. 
The  man  who  buys  resid.  ntial  lots  in  8ui)urb.s  east 
and  south  of  th.'  city  probably  buys  the  homesifes 
of  wajfc-earners.  and  the  future  value  of  these 
homesites  is  limited  by  the  rent  that  the  avorajff 
wage  earner  can  afford  to  pay. 

Iji  cstimatinK  the  future  prosperity  of  West  Van- 
couvT  the  activity  that  has  begun  in  N'orth  Van- 
couver must  not  be  overiooke.l.  Industry  and 
coiiiiiierce  are  building  another  city  on  the  north 
shore.  It  is  evident  to  the  most  can-less  obsicrv.  r 
that  the  citizens  wili  build  their  homes  on  that 
portion  of  the  north  shore  that  is  outside  ;he 
harbor,  and  likely  to  remain  free  fr  >;u  the  siaokc 
and  dirt  that  acc(mipany  an  industrial  invasion, 
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Two  y.'iirn  iiK<>  tlif  K.-ltl.iN  in  niii-  .listiicl  w.-n   ro- 

Kiini.'ii   iiM   |iioi i.i   ulii.  sciiiiif.l   wnilth   iirul   Imrr 

liriviilion  el rfuly     for    Invi-  of  licniity.     Suiiiiikt 

vinilnr-N  to  our  Mhon-  frit  tlmt  llic.v  hml  left  lux-- 
lii'jiiini.  iiiKJ  s.'t  llifinsflvcN  to  prove  tlmt  llu'.v  c,,,..  ' 
••iiiliir.'  tlif  liiir<lNlii|m  of  ||i .  uilticriifSH  with  th.c 
fortitude  of  tlieir  lurefiitliei.:  T'"'  links  willi 
tivilizHtioii  wi-re  broken;  there  were  no  telephones. 
no  |Mm|nien,  iinii  no  rHilwiiv  trains.  The  wiifer  tlmt 
they  (Irtink  eimie  from  a  streinii  in  the  forest;  the 
striinifers  who  met   them  on  the  road  wished  I'lem 

K l-diiy.    Kver,'  tliinjf  was  primitive  nnd  Imrhiimus. 

They  returned  to  the  eity  exultant:  and,  aft^r  the 
fashion  of  explorers,  told  stran^te  tales  of  adventure 
to  entertain  th  ir  friends.  There  they  were  assured 
(d"  a  respeetful  hearing,  for  it  was  generally  known 
that  the  eoasi  between  Vaneouver  and  Alaska  was 
pifturemiue,  and  there  were  optimists  even  in  those 
days  who  ventured  to  predict  that,  some  day  in  the 
distant  future.  Holly l)urn  would  be  a  fashionable 
summer  resort. 


To    be   ilifTerent    is   to    be    tempted    by    eor  .,o 

Ih-re  are  some  of  us  who  wateh  the  inva,....h  of 
Went  Vaneouver  rejjret  full.v .  In  l!»1(».  men  an<l 
women  who  had  veiiturtd  up  the  narrows  on  a  blus- 
teriuK  winter  mornin(f.  stepped  from  the  snmll  boat 

in  eonsrious  bravery.     If  eity  | pie  inuiKined  that 

we  had  risked  our  live  we  did  not  ri'lieve  them  of 
thiir  ticddily  and  iKUoranee;  we  smibd  patroin/inR 
ly.  and  wint  upon  our  way  with  our  luads  in  the 
air.  Now  there  are  larger  boats,  and  everybody 
knows  that  they  are  mor-  .•omfortable  than  street 
ears;  bevies  of  girls  earryiuR  liineh  baskets  migrate 
to  our  district  on  holidays,  and  seem  to  In-  nu-rrily 
uneonseious  of  danjfei  Some  of  our  glory  has 
pa.ssed  into  history;  w  in  blame  us  if  we  w.nder 
whether  progress  may  be  '.ought  at  too  high  a 

|)riee?  Hut  our  grumh.ers  are  good  fellows,  and  at 
heart  they  are  glad  that  all  these  sirangei-s  have 
begun  to  find  the  beauty  that  we  di.seovered  lonj? 
ago. 


s  r  B  r  R  n    i  x    the    m  a  k i n  g 


The  Lazy  comfort  of  a  summer  evening  often 
works  miracles  on  a  point  of  view;  in  the  warm 
dusk,  real  estate  agents  and  advertising  men  are  no 
Itmger  modern;  they  apjiear  to  I)e  effete.  Pre- 
historic man  consulted  wizards  and  witch  doctors 
before  the  tribe  moved  to  a  fresh  glade  in  the  forest, 
and  the  desire  for  guidance  seems  to  be  inherent  in 
our  natures.  Probably  the  witeh  doctor  was  a 
blatant  and  insistent  ))erson ;  he  would  i)niiit  lo  the 
new  townsitc  aiid  explain  volubly  why  it  was  the 
most  desirable  residential  district  that  had  ever 
lieen  (idVred  to  the  homeseeker  who  hoped  for 
family  j.ys  and  a  serene  old  age.  The  people  en- 
joyed listening  to  his  advice,  and  when  they  took  it 
lie  deniauded  suitable  remuneration;  the  familiar 
fornuda:  ((uarter  cash:  balance,  six,  twelve, 
eigiiteeu,  and  twenty-four  nu)nths:  is  an  echo  from 
the  age  when  debts  were  paid  in  kind.  The  men 
biDuglu  in  pelts  and  furs  in  winter,  and  the  women 
helped  with  tlie  sunnner  payments  by  gathering 
roots  and  berries  in  the  forest  thickets.  The  real 
estate  agent  of  those  days  was  pliysician  and  law- 
giver; in  this  age  of  si)eeialization    the    organized 


professions  have  imposed  regulations  upon  the  im- 
aginations of  those  who  practise  them,  and  the 
charm  of  the  unexpected  is  sometimes  lost,  'liiink 
of  waiting  in  the  consulting  room  in  dreadful  appre- 
hen.sion  that  your  physician  was  abotit  to  prescribe 
a  potion  that  had  been  brewed  in  a  witch's  caldron 
in  the  dark  of  the  moon;  a  delicious  medicine  woidd 
seem  nnpalatable  to  a  kind  hearted  man  who  be- 
lieved that  one  of  its  indispensable  ingredients  was 
the  blood  of  a  l)lue-eye(l  child.  Y(ui  can  imagine 
y<uir  IhriU  of  delight  when  you  were  ordere.l  to 
carry  a  rabbit's  foot  in  your  left  hip  pocket,  and  dis- 
missed with  the  assurance  that  you  woidd  be  ipiite 
well  in  a  day  or  two.  Tlu"  pi'ofessions  have  lost 
much  of  the  humor  of  life  by  the  curtailment  of 
personal  liberty;  but  the  real  estate  agent  is  still 
free.  He  tells  his  story  as  it  was  told  five  thousand 
years  ago.  If  he  secures  the  attention  of  the  tribe 
by  placing  manikins  and  mechanical  toys  in  his 
office  window,  no  one  worries  him  by  pointing  out 
that  his  conduct  breaks  the  rules  of  profesaiona! 
etiquette;  ami,  if  he  has  lived  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
his  clients  have  frecpiently  credited  him  with  the 
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gift  of  prophecy  when,  iu  fact,  he  had  merely  ex- 
ercised a  pleasing  optimism  in  depicting  unexpected 
glories  in  the  future. 

Time  will  bring  changes  to  our  district,  but  the 
best  of  our  heritage  must  remain  with  us.  We  do 
not  often  find  deer  tracks  on  the  Keith  Road  in 
these  (lays;  the  giant  tree  that  stood  sentry  on  the 
golf  links  has  gone  the  way  of  its  older  friends. 
The  sunshine  that  warms  us  in  the  winter  time,  too 
often  finds  the  city  .vrapped  in  fog.  We  shall 
keep  the  sunshine;  our  slopes  are  spread  towards 
the  south,  and  the  winds  blow  upon  them  from  the 
mountains  or  from  the  sea.  But  it  is  in  summer 
that  we  exultantly  proclaim  the  happiness  ■-•.  our 
lot.  Outside  the  harbor  there  is  freedom  from 
racking  noises  and  insistent  city  smells;  the  heat 
of  offices  and  work  rooms  is  not  so  grave  a  matter 
when  we  know  that  in  an  hour  or  two  we  shall 
watch  the  shores  of  Stanley  Park  slip  by  as  we 
pass  into  the  cleaner  atmosphere  of  home.  Business 
worries  do  not  follow  llu'ough  the  Xarrovvs;  and  if 
they  did,  they  would  surely  suffer  from  neglect. 
How  can  a  man  remember  business  when    he    is 


afrfiid  that  he  has  forgotten  one  of  the  things  that 
his  wife  ordered  from  town?  If  he  owns  a  business 
and  is  himself  ownerless,  his  evenings  are  ne- 
cessarily filled  by  anxieties  for  the  betterment  of 
his  condition.  His  attention  may  be  diverted  by 
tennis  or  boating,  b;..,  business  is  too  trivial  for 
serious  thought. 

There  are  many  advantages  in  being  able  to  think 
of  a  district  six  miles  wide  as  home.  Some  of  the 
prosperous  residents  of  cities  do  not  get  home  until 
they  step  out  of  the  elevators  of  apartment  houses ; 
and  an  apartment  Inuse  is  a  collection  of  imitations 
(}r  small  working  models.  The  tenant  of  a  suite 
puts  flowers  in  tiu-  window  boxes  and  tries  to 
imagine  that  she  has  a  garden:  she  uses  hauffing 
baskets  to  hide  the  view.  Her  husband  is  inclined 
to  stray  in  tlie  i-venings;  and  she  cannot  keep  a 
dog.  If  she  has  been  brought  up  in  the  country, 
she  lies  awake  on  still  nights  listening  to  the  noises 
of  the  city.  Sfce  has  been  accustomed  to  hear 
friendly  sounds  bleak  upon  the  silence ;  iu  the  darK 
stable  her  pet  horse  nickered  softly  to  his  neighbor, 
and  on  the  bed  ground  b>  the  orchard  fence  a  cow 
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that  knew  and  'iked  h»T  gave  a  long  wheezing 
sigh  of  contentment.  The  shunting  of  a  distant 
train  or  the  whirr  of  a  late  automobile  speeding 
for  home,  are  not  interesting;  and  even  the  police- 
men who  pass  every  night  are  strangers.  Her  hope 
of  happiness  seems  to  lie  in  the  new  suburb. 
Friends  remind  her  that  it  is  far  from  the  l.est 
stores,  and,  when  she  declares  that  she  is  glad  I'f 
it,  they  shake  their  heads  sorrowfully.  Her  hus- 
band suggests  that  they  should  wait  for  the 
promiseil  improvement  in  transportation,  and,  p'»r- 
iiaps  for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  she  ar^ui-s 
■ivisely  of  the  increase  in  values.  He  decides  to 
look  into  the  matter  from  a  cold-blooded,  Y  siness 
point  of  view ;  so  on  Saturday  he  tramps  a  muddy, 
new-made  road  unconscious  of  leading  strings.  He 
buys  and  remains  in  ignorance.  In  a  few  months, 
when  the  new  house  is  ready,  he  finds  that  he  is 
her  comrade  in  a  series  of  adventures  that  are 
delightfully  reminiscent  of  their  honeymoon. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  man  who  bought  a  lot 
in  West  Vancouver  felt  that  he  was  about  to 
emigrate  to  a  frontier  settlement,  and  he  began  to 


practise  a  resolve  to  m;'et  the  commiseration  of  his 
friends  manfully;  but  he  was  not  long  in  finding 
that  a  ferry  boat  is  as  convenient  as  a  street  car, 
and  that  the  new  country  holds  compensations.  The 
concerts  at  the  school  house  are  sometimes  sur- 
prisingly good;  the  builders  of  homes  practise  an 
old  fashioned  hospitality  thiit  scorns  cereiiKMiies 
and  makes  a  new  friendship  fit  as  snugly  as  a  worn 
glove.  Xeighborliness  is  said  to  be  unnecessary  in 
the  city;  if  a  man  finds  actpiaintances  in  luisiness 
who  share  his  faith  in  |>atriotism  and  his  theory 
regarding  original  sin,  he  satisfies  his  gregarious 
instinct  by  seeking  their  company  when  occasion 
offers.  In  the  new  suburb  we  are  all  upon  an  ad- 
venture, and  we  have  learned  that  nothirg  has  so 
much  of  the  quality  of  buried  treasure  as  the  cpieer 
kinds  of  goodness  that  ma.,  be  discovered  in  the 
stranger  next  door.  A  man  is  accustomed  to  ac- 
cept the  goodness  of  his  friends  in  the  spirit  in 
which  he  receives  payment  of  an  old  debt,  but  when 
he  finds  a  likeable  thing  in  an  enemy,  or  ip  a 
stranger,  he  is  tempted  to  look  again  lest  there  be 
other  things  that  he  has  missed.    Thus,  the     iburban 
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community  is  more  closely  knit ;  for,  while  cliques 
and  parties  may  continue  to  cherish  old  illusions, 
the  indiviiluiils  who  compose  them  are  unable  to 
remain  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  their  opponents 
love  children  and  roses  just  as  sincerely  as  wiser 
men.     We  build  our  faith  in  the  future  of  West 
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Vancouver  upon  neighborliness ;  here,  there  will  be 
no  question  of  partizan  policies  nor  of  private 
greed,  for  the  welfare  of  each  citizen  depends  upon 
a  desire  to  preserve  and  to  enhance  the  pleasant- 
ness of  homes. 

R.  P.  MATHESON. 
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Thi«   ig  the   most  betutiful   and  genial   spot  i.>  We^.  Vancouver.    The 
waterfront  is  easily  acceasible  and  the  lots  are  fron;  60  to  70  feet  frontage. 

No  North  winds  can  reach  "  Dundaravb,"  as  the  mountains  encircle  it. 
vegetation  is  earlier  than  in  surrounding  places. 

We    are    the    pioneers   of   "Uundahavb,"  and    »iave   the   largest  and 
cheapest  lots  and  acreage  on  our  lists. 

JOHN    ALEXANDER    &    CO. 

121  LONSOALC  AVENUE.  NORTH  VANCOUVER.  B.C. 

Branch  Office:   Comer  of  Marine  Drive  and  25th  Street,  Oundarave 

PHONE.  NORTH  VANCOUVER  72 


